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Transcription of Interview with Alisa Hill on March 5, 2013
at Martin Luther King, Jr. Public Library, Washington, D.C.

CD: Claire Davis
AH: Alisa Hill 

[0:00:00]

CD:  Today is Tuesday, March 13, 2013.  We are at the Martin Luther King, Jr. branch of 
the DC public library.  My name is Claire Davis and I am interviewing Alisa Hill.  Alisa, 
do I have your permission to record this interview?

AH:  Yes. 

CD:  Thank you.  Okay.  To start: Alisa, how long have you lived in Washington, D.C.?

AH:  All my life.  I’m forty-three now. 

CD:  Are you currently homeless? 

AH:  Yes, I am.

CD:  How long have you been without a home? 

AH:  Roughly ten years now.

CD:  Why do you think homeless has become such an entrenched problem in 
Washington, D.C.?  

AH:  High prices of the homes here, the criteria for getting into the apartments here, a lot 
of people with ailments that --it hurts them from being able to have an income to be able 
to afford housing. 

CD:  Okay.  And are you a part of any organization or group that works to end 
homelessness?  

AH:  I am currently working with Charles Crews, who is running for City Council.

CD: Okay.  And how did you first become involved with Charles Crews? 

AH:  We encountered each other on the streets of D.C. 

CD:  Would you say that you are politicized then?  
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AH:  More driven to ending homeless problems here in D.C. than being political.  

CD:  But, you would call yourself an advocate for the homeless?

AH: Definitely an advocate. 

CD:  How did you first know that there was something wrong and that you could do 
something about it?  

AH:  When my children and I became homeless and there was really nowhere to turn 
except for the Virginia Williams Center and they repeatedly denied us place in the shelter.

CD:  Can you describe the types of advocacy work that you do?

AH:  Right now, just going to speak to people and letting them know that there are 
shelters that they can get into, letting them know that they’re not alone, just working with 
them to get somebody in the council seat to help homelessness here in D.C. 

CD:  What do you feel are the most effective ways to address these issues of 
homelessness?

AH:  To let everyone know that homeless people do have a voice, that there is more than 
the just the two people that our mayor says that is on the street.

CD:  And if you had to choose one single issue that is the most important issue related to 
homelessness, what would you say?

AH:  The children that’s homeless here in D.C.  There are a lot of children that are 
sleeping in abandoned buildings, abandoned cars, living with people and doing things 
that they necessarily wouldn’t do if they weren’t homeless.

CD:  And have you encountered a lot of these homeless children in shelters where you’ve 
stayed, or--

AH:  Yes. 

CD:  How do, how are you aware of that problem?

[0:03:36.5]

AH: I have six kids and they all have friends that have been homeless, that are homeless 
now, and they come and talk to me, let me know what they’re going through, what 
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situations that have to, what situations they’ve been put in.  And, I try and talk to them 
and let them know that they need to get into a shelter or seek out someone that will help 
them so that they don’t have to do certain things to live in someone else’s home. 

(Alisa’s husband starts to talk; untranscribable background comments)

[0:04:18.1]

Pause in interview. 

[0:00:00]

CD:  Can you tell me more about the homeless children that you have encountered?  

AH:  A lot of children have come up to me and expressed to me how, the situations that 
they’re going through.  And whenever I found somewhere to stay, I’ve taken a lot of 
those children in with me.  We’ve lived in hotels together --my children as well as the 
friends that have been homeless.  We’ve gone to a lot of my family members’ homes.  
You know, and I’ve taken those kids with me.  So, I try and, you know, shelter a lot of 
them even though I don’t have shelter, I try and keep a lot of them with me so they don’t 
be on the street and they don’t live in places where it’s unsafe.  

CD:  Now, I want to ask you some questions about your experience living in D.C.  What 
changes have you seen in the city since you’ve lived here?

AH:  (Pause) Wow.  

CD:  Especially thinking about downtown --how have you seen it change physically and 
how it feels?

AH:  Yes. Um (pause).  The buildings have definitely changed, whereas there were a lot 
of abandoned buildings.  A lot of those buildings are being occupied now.  There are a lot 
of high rises being built here in D.C.  But so far as homeless, you don’t see them as much 
laying on the streets as, you know, it was twenty years ago.  But, there are still a lot of 
homeless people that are on the subways or that are on the bus and, because the bus line 
and subways lines run so late now, they can stay there, you know, until they close.  So, 
that has changed a lot.  You definitely don’t see them laying on the streets as much, but 
homelessness probably is even more now because it’s not only affecting the people that’s 
on drugs and have alcohol problems and mental illness, it’s affecting all walks of life 
now.  Whereas back in the day, you seen it was more people with, you know, those 
afflictions.  Now you see a lot of children and working class people that are homeless.

CD:  Why do you think that is?
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AH:  Well, not being able to afford the housing here in D.C.  The prices have risen so 
much here.  Whereas before you could get an apartment for six hundred dollars and you 
could, you know, house a whole family off of that and now you can’t find an apartment 
for that price. Everything is thirteen hundred dollars or more or up and we aren’t making 
that money here. (Pause) Just that alone hurts people and being able to be housed.  

[0:03:15.1]
CD:  What part of the city are you from?

AH: I’m from Northwest.

CD:  Northwest?  You grew up there?  

AH:  Yes, I grew up in Northwest.

CD:  How has that part of the city changed?

AH:  The color of the people have changed a lot in uptown Northwest as well as the high 
rise buildings there.  Those are the biggest changes that have been made up there.

CD:  What has kept you in D.C.?  Have you thought about leaving the city?  

AH:  Yes, I’ve thought about leaving.  I’ve even stepped out of the city for months at a 
time, trying to find housing.  But, I’m a native Washingtonian.  I love D.C. and I love the 
people here.  And, up until the recent mayors, I’ve loved the mayors here. So, that’s really  
it -- just my love for D.C..  

CD:  And, why do you think D.C.’s homeless residents are drawn to the city if they’re not 
from here?

AH:  Well if you step outside of D.C., you have a lot of cities that tell you that D.C. is the 
best place to receive help.  That’s coming out of the jail system, being homeless, just 
having all kinds of issues.  A lot of people will tell you D.C. is the best place to get help.  
So, a lot of people are drawn here.  And, it being the capital.  People want to come and let 
everybody know this is what I’m going through and this is the best place to show that. 

CD:  Are they ways in which it is harder to be homeless in D.C.?

AH: (Pause) Yes, because the programs that they have here, it’s more paperwork than 
helping people.  That right there makes it a lot harder because they’ll get you down on 
paper but placing you in a shelter or placing you with the help that you need --that is all 
bureaucracy, it’s more red tape than it is with them helping people.  
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CD:  And in what part of the city do you spend most of your time?

AH:  Well, I guess it’s kind of split between Southeast and Northwest D.C. 

CD:  And is transportation difficult?  How do you get around?

AH:  Actually, transportation here in D.C. is a lot easier than a lot of other places because 
of the system runs so late during the night and so early in the morning. But the cost 
doesn’t make it easy.  But most times, you can get around on one pass that will last you at 
least your travels into the city or through the city, but coming back, you know, that’s 
another fee. But, 

CD:  You use the subway?

AH: Yes, yes.  

CD:  (Long pause) Are you currently employed?

AH:  No, no.  Just working with Charles Crews right now.  That’s all I’m doing now.  

CD:  But, you’re not earning an income from that work? 

AH:  No.  No income.  No.  

CD:  If he is elected, do you think you will continue working for him?

AH:  Definitely (laughing) definitely.  

CD:  Can you tell me a little about your education background?  

AH:  I have two years of college --I attended Strayer University and PG Community 
College [Prince George’s Community College].  

CD:  What did you--

AH:  Not earning a degree, but attending two years with both colleges.  

CD:  What did you study?  What would you say your skills are?  

[0:07:08.8]
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AH: Well, I studied business management and also (pause) I’ve taken some classes in 
social work. 

CD:  What kinds of jobs have you had in the past?

AH:  I was employed with the United States Postal Service for almost fifteen years.  

CD:  Why did you leave that job?

AH:  I had become homeless and had taken some time off and, when it was time for me 
to return, they had sent my mail to an old address and I didn’t receive that.  And on those 
grounds they terminated me.  

CD:  Was that the last job that you had?

AH:  Well, I’ve worked for Perdue in Delaware.  

CD:  I’m not, I’m not familiar with that-- 

AH:  It’s a chicken plant.  

CD: Oh, okay.  

AH: That’s in Delaware.  

CD:  And how has being homeless shaped your work experience?

AH:  (Long pause)

CD:  Or, how do you think employers view homeless job applicants, for example? 

AH:  Okay,  if you put down homeless, they’re not going to call you back.  Because I’ve 
put in a lot of applications where, haven’t gotten a call back for interviews or a second 
look at my application or anything like that because I feel like they feel there’s no 
stability there.  So, why should they even take a look at me?  So, that does hurt in a lot of 
places.  And I’ve been very qualified for a lot of those jobs and even have talked to some 
of the workers and they say, “oh you will be great for this position,” but I believe once 
they get the, you know, the application, see that I’m homeless, I don’t even get a call 
back. 

CD:  Are many of the other homeless individuals that you know --are they employed or 
do they work part-time?  
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AH:  Most of the people I’ve encountered are unemployed, going through the same thing 
that I’m going through, not being able to have an address or even a phone where someone 
could call them back for the second interview, well for the interview period.  

CD:  What are some of the social services that you have relied on since you’ve been 
homeless?  

AH:  I’ve relied on TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) --which gives me a 
supplemental check for my son and I-- the Food Stamp program, and Medical Assistance 
[Medicaid].  

CD:  Have you lived in shelters?
[0:09:55.2] 

AH:  Yes.  

CD:  Which ones?

AH:  I’ve lived in Covenant House, that was years ago though.  Since then I’ve been 
trying to get into the D.C. General Shelter, but because I wasn’t placed at Priority One, I 
wasn’t able to get in there.

CD:  What does that mean, Priority One?  

AH:  Priority One, well I think it’s three different priorities: one, two, and three.  And I 
think I was at three because my son had a place to go and didn’t have to sleep, you know, 
on the streets with me, they didn’t think I was in dire need of being placed in a shelter.  

CD:  So, where do you stay currently?

AH:  Right now I’m sleeping on my daughter’s couch, which, she lives in a building that 
really doesn’t allow her to have visitors over thirty days.  So, I sleep from her house to 
my niece and nephew’s mother’s house, and again that’s on her floor, you know, and her 
house has a lot of people there so there’s a lot of traffic and there’s really no room.  

CD:  And your children are in another location?

AH: As a matter of fact, my children are spread throughout the city.  

CD:  And does your husband, is he able to stay with you?
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AH:  Some places he is and some places he isn’t.  Like at my daughter’s house, he isn’t 
able to stay there, but some friends will allow us to stay together but a lot of times they 
won’t.  

CD:  Can you tell me about your experience with shelters?  Like, what were the 
conditions like?  Were some better than others?

AH:  A lot of shelters are overcrowded.  Then you have, for lack of a better word, ill 
repute people that are staying there that you have to worry about, worry about your 
belongings, worry about your safety.  Then, you have to worry about the workers that’s 
there that make you feel like you’re scum, like you’re no good.  And that alone does, you 
know, doesn’t make you feel good.  You’re not comfortable there.  You have a lot of them 
that talk to you with a lot of disrespect, will make you think that they’re the ones that’s 
footing the bill for you being there, and it makes you feel uncomfortable, it makes you 
not want to come back the next night.  

CD:  I’ve heard many homeless individuals just prefer to avoid all social services and 
avoid shelters.

AH:  Yes, because you have a lot of workers that don’t have a caring heart, that really 
believe that you’ve done something wrong to be there.  You know, they just make you 
feel bad.  And that alone --and I have bipolar disorder-- that alone stops me from even 
going to face them during the day.  

CD:  Have you had any positive experiences in a shelter or in any type of service 
provider?

AH:  For the most part, no.  No, you might get one or two people that will hurry you 
along so that you don’t feel so bad or tell you about different programs that you can get 
into but they are far and few in between.  

CD:  Do you think there is any difference between services provided by the government 
versus non-governmental organizations or churches?

CD:  Is one more effective in providing their services or in how they treat you?  

[0:14:00]

AH:  Yes, I think the churches here, well, the churches that help here aren’t all from D.C. 
but all of them come with wanting to help, wanting to be there, wanting to provide things 
that you actually need.  Opposed to the services that are here in D.C. --they want to give 
you the textbook help, not really what you need.  So, you have churches that deliver food 
every day, you have churches that give you hats and clothes and coats and gloves and, 

10



you know, toiletries.  Where the services here do not provide all of that, so you’re stuck 
with either doing without or doing anything to get those things.  

CD:  You mentioned that you’re trying to get into the General--

AH:  D.C. General Shelter.

CD:  Why is that? What do you take into consideration when choosing a shelter?  

AH: Number one, that’s the family shelter here in D.C.  That means I’ll be housed with 
my son and my husband.  Opposed to most of the shelters here are either men’s shelters 
or women’s shelters.  They have few teenage shelters, which of course, I’d like to be 
housed with my son and my husband.

CD:  (Pause) Do you think that shelters are helpful?  Versus, there’s been kind of a shift 
from government/public housing to just building more shelters --what do you think about 
that?

AH:  Well, with the public housing and with the Section 8 program, you have to be on 
those programs so long before receiving the help.  Opposed to being housed with the 
shelters, if you get to Priority One, you can at least have a roof over your head.  If you try 
for the government programs, you’re waiting years to get those kinds of help.  Shelters, at 
least that’s, sometimes you have to wait thirty, sixty days, but that’s better than waiting 
the three to seven years for the public housing and Section 8 programs to open up.  And 
once they open up, they only give you like thirty days to get your name on the list and if 
you’re homeless and you don’t have access to the information, if you missed a deadline, 
you just missed the deadline.  You’re again homeless, you’re again without those 
services.  

[0:16:34.1]

CD: How has your access to healthcare changed over the course of your life?

AH:  Well, to be honest with you, I think the health care service has gotten a little better.  
Only because they, whereas a lot of programs they had before, adults were limited in the 
help they could get.  Now, say for instance, dental.  They have a lot of dental services that  
have opened up.  And the medial assistance program [Medicaid] has allowed adults to be 
seen for a lot of things when it comes to dentistry.  And with getting into, when you go to 
the emergency room now, you are accepted more so than before because if it wasn’t, if 
you weren’t dying or anything like that, they would refuse you.  Now, they’re more so to 
take you in and find out what your problem is and help you.  And along with getting your 
medicine, that has helped a lot, you know, that program has helped a lot now.  Before, 
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you were limited in what medicine you could take and what, you know, the services that 
they provided, so the medical assistance program has really changed in, it’s a lot better.  

CD:  Is there a particular area where you would say they still need to improve?  For you, 
what’s your biggest issue when it comes to healthcare?

AH:  They have closed down D.C. General Hospital, they have closed down Greater 
Southeast Hospital, and those were the hospitals that you could go to and get help and 
they were more open to people without insurance.  Now we have just the one hospital, it’s 
not even considered a hospital anymore --I can’t even think of the name of it-- but it’s in 
the greater Southeast space, and that hospital, that’s the only place that people without 
insurance or limited insurance can go.  The other hospitals will refer you there, regardless 
of what’s wrong with you.  So with them closing those two hospitals down, it has hurt 
D.C. a lot.  

CD: Many people believe that homelessness has been caused in part by the de-
institutionalization of the mentally ill, closing the mental hospitals.  How would you 
respond to that?

AH:  I would agree.  Definitely agree.  Because of the closing of D.C. General, St. 
Elizabeth’s, because of those closings, people are left to wonder around the streets, they 
have nowhere else to go.  Nobody’s gonna take them with those mental illnesses.  A lot of 
shelters, the private shelters anyway, once they learn you have those afflictions, they you 
turn you away.  So, with them closing those two spots, the mentally ill --just left here on 
the street.  A lot of families aren’t taking them in, you know, and they aren’t getting the 
financial help that they used to get so nobody wants to help them.  

[0:19:41.4]

CD: Do you think the demographic of people who are experiencing homelessness has 
changed, now versus twenty years ago? 

AH:  Definitely, definitely.  Now, the slightest depression you have or setback you have, 
they’re labeling you mentally disabled.  And that’s changed a lot because before, you 
weren’t identified as that.  So, with that affliction, you know, a lot of those people turned 
to drugs and alcohol, which that’s what they were saw, you know, that’s what they were 
seen as back then.  Now, everybody’s been classified as some kind of mentally disabled, 
so that has definitely changed.  

CD:  I think that it is a stereotype that people say that all the homeless are mentally ill or 
drug addicts.  But, I’m sure there are people that don’t fall into either category.
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AH:  Yes, there’s a lot of people.  Like I said before, especially the children --they don’t 
have those afflictions, they’re not mentally disabled, they’re not addicted to any drugs or 
any alcohol.  They’re just homeless due to either their parents’ or their own lifestyle [later 
Alisa said that many of the homeless kids she knows have run away or been kicked out of 
their homes because they are lesbian/gay/transgendered/bisexual].  

CD:  You told me a little bit about your family that you’ve relied on, can you expand on 
that?  How have your relationships with family members and friends changed since 
you’ve been homeless?  

AH: They’ve changed a lot.  There’s a lot of disrespect now because they feel like I don’t 
deserve the respect because I don’t have that home, I don’t have that job, I don’t, I don’t 
have, you know, those things they think ordinary people have. So, that’s changed within 
my own family, with my own mother, with my own daughter --and those are the people 
that I have to rely on.  So there I have to take, you know, a lot of disrespect, a lot of nose-
turned-up, you know, all that, just because I need their help now.  So.  And with my 
daughter --she’s, she’s been homeless, she’s living in public housing now-- and she treats 
me a lot different because number one she’s afraid of being kicked out of her home 
because of helping me and then me being her mother and needing her help that makes her 
take on a whole new attitude. 

[0:22:25.5]

CD:  What about your relationships with others, acquaintances, potential employers, 
other friends?  

AH:  I don’t have any friends.  I lost a lot of friends when I became homeless.  A lot of 
people seen themselves as being better than I was, so they don’t keep in contact, or when 
they see me it’s just “hi” and they keep going.   So, that has really changed.  

CD:  So, this is a really personal question, and feel free not to answer, but how do you 
deal with that disrespect and these negative feelings?  Who do you talk to?

AH:  My husband.  (Laughing) Myself.  I, you know, I keep a lot of stuff in because it 
hurts and a lot of times you don’t want to share that it’s your daughter that’s treating you 
this way, or that your mom is the one that’s treating you this way.  So, I’ve had to up my 
medicine.  That’s one of the great ways that I deal with it.  I’m on Xanax.  I take 
Xyprexa.  I take another pill because it pulls you into a depression, it really does, 
especially when you know you’ve done what you could and you’ve taken care of your 
family and, you know, you’ve taken care of others, and people that, you know, are in the 
position to help because you’re going though it, they refuse to help you.  So, it hurts.  So, 
you know.  You learn to deal, but, like I said, through the strength of my husband and 
medication and just knowing that it’s going to get better, I just keep going.  
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CD:  Thank you.  Can we talk a little bit more about your work with Charles Crews?  
What are some of his goals and how do you think you’re helping him?  

AH:  His number one goal is to help end the homelessness here in D.C.  To get housing 
for the people that’s in need and we go around to a lot of the shelters and speak to the 
people that’s there and let them know that they have a voice, they have somebody that’s 
fighting for them, that’s fighting for their children.  And we meet a lot of people on the 
street and we let them know that we’ve, we’re going through what they are going 
through, that they’re not alone.  And a lot of people are thankful that we, you know, we at 
least come up and talk to them, that we show that we’re fighting for them, that we’re 
willing to stick our necks out for them.  So, it makes you feel good that people are 
thankful that you’re at least talking to them, showing that, you know, they’re not alone.  
And that’s the biggest thing because people feel like when they see you and they’re like 
“you’re homeless too?” and they’re like “wow,” you know it really shocks them.  But, it 
just helps to let them know that they’re not alone, that somebody’s fighting for them. 

CD:  How do you think meaningful change will happen?  What do we have to do?  

AH:  We have to let our mayor know that it’s more than just the two people that he 
encountered that are homeless.  There are a lot of children here --we have to let them 
know that we are, we all aren’t on drugs, we all aren’t sabotaging our homes, and our 
work, you know, where we work at.  We aren’t sabotaging those.  We are really in need of 
help and we are willing to do what we need to do (coughing) and I don’t think they 
understand that.  I think Congress needs to know that these programs that they keep 
giving us money to every ten years isn’t enough.  They open up the Section 8 program 
every seven to ten years, and there’s homeless every day, every day somebody needs to 
have a certificate or a voucher or the public housing (coughing) public housing needs to 
have more spaces for people.  Like I said, it’s more than just those two people that he 
encountered.  He thinks that those were the only two people out here and there’s fifteen 
hundred people here in D.C. that’s homeless.

CD:  What kinds of actions do you think community organizers could organize to bring 
this to the attention of the mayor?  

[0:27:13.1] 

AH:  With things like this.  With letting the homeless have a voice.  With letting the 
homeless be seen.  We have a video that’s coming up and we’re going to have a lot of 
teens that’s homeless here and we want to get that video out and let people know that 
there are kids here that are homeless due to all types of things, you know, and it’s not just 
their parents on drugs, it’s not their parents’ lifestyle, it’s either their lifestyle or just not 
being able to afford, you know, a bigger house, you know, for enough kids.  A lot of 
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people have more than one or two children and they can only afford that one or two-
bedroom apartment.  

CD: Do you think the internet has a role to play in organizing?

AH:  Definitely because you have a lot of people that are web-savvy now.  A lot of people 
know, need to know that they can help and, through the web, we can get that word out.  

CD:  Have many of the homeless individuals you’ve encountered, do they have access to 
internet?

AH:  Well, we have places like this library.  The new center that’s open down on 
Minnesota Avenue.  You have places where they can go, but it’s mainly getting the word 
out and letting them know that those places will let them come.  Then you have a lot of 
places that don’t want the homeless sitting there all day.  And, you know, being able to 
get on the web.  But like I said, if the word gets out that there are places that they can go, 
the web can help.  

CD:  In the mid-1980s here in D.C. there were mass demonstrations organized by 
advocates for the homeless.  Do you think that’s possible now?

AH:  I know it’s needed now.  You really don’t have anybody that’s willing to get in front 
of the camera now.  A lot of people don’t wanna stand up for the homeless because of the 
stigma that they have on homelessness.  

CD:  Well, what about someone like Charles Crews or Eric Sheptock?  

AH:  Well, Charles Crews along with SHARC and OurDC --they all need not only to be 
in the shelters, they need to be on the streets because that’s where a lot of the homeless 
people are.  If  they, they have their meetings and all that’s good, but if they take those 
meetings out on the street , if they let the homeless know, “okay, we’re going to meet 
here, for an hour you can be warm, or for an hour you can be sheltered,” if they would do 
that, I think that would help a lot.  But there need to be more programs like the SHARC 
programs.  There need to be more people like Charles Crews.  You have other people 
that’s running for council seat and --I was about to say they’re unaware, it’s not that 
they’re unaware-- they don’t care that that’s the biggest problem here in D.C.  So, you 
have him running, but he’s running alone in that aspect.  

CD: Have you tried to get other homeless individuals or other people interested in 
homelessness involved in advocacy work?  

[0:30:40.6]
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AH:  Yes, definitely.  I go on Facebook almost every morning and let my family and 
friends know, you know, what I’m doing for the day for the homeless.  And I try and get 
them to spread the word to the people they see on the street, to their family and friends 
that are afflicted with this.  So-- 

CD:  So do you see yourself as recruiting others for this mission?

AH:  Oh, definitely.  Definitely.  I’ve, the kids that I’ve helped throughout the years, I’ve 
tried to recruit them in helping pass out flyers to the different meetings that’s going on, 
the different people that’s willing to help them, and in different spots where the churches 
come, I’ve tried to let everybody know that there is somebody out there trying to help.  

CD:  Okay, that’s great.  I think that I’ve asked most of the questions that I was planning 
to ask.  But, of everything that we’ve talked about, what do you think is the most 
important issue for you?

AH:  The most important is, well for me, is to let everybody know that there are fifteen 
hundred people here that are homeless.  The person that you’re passing in the street, nine 
times out of ten, if you’ve passed them twice, they’re homeless.   And they need help.  
They don’t need to be talked about or stepped on.  We need help here in D.C.  Well, really  
all over the United States, we need help, that needs to be put out there.  And, in the paper 
you’ll hear the mayor talk about the one or two people he passed --he needs to know that 
there are fifteen hundred people here that are homeless and we need affordable housing.  
A lot of us will have somewhere to go if we could afford to be there.  But, that’s a great 
problem here. They’ve opened up a lot of what they call condominiums and the starting 
rent for those is fifteen hundred dollars.  Making nine, ten dollars an hour, you can’t 
afford that.  We need to have affordable housing.  

CD:  Do you feel like the homeless of D.C. are being pushed out of downtown into other 
areas around the city?  

AH:  Definitely.  They-- along with the police and with the other people that’s walking on 
the street, it makes you where you’re uncomfortable and you’re not receiving any help, 
you’re getting the naysayers.  So, you try and go to a part of the city where somebody 
looks just like you.  Somebody’s going through the same problems that you’re going 
through, you know, are there and it’s not happening in downtown D.C. anymore.  

CD:  You mentioned the police --what do you think the relationship is like between the 
police and homeless people?  

AH:  I think the police see us as criminals.  They see us as worthless people.  They feel 
like they, their law is more important than the people.  
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CD:  Have you witnessed anyone being abused or unfairly treated by the police?

[0:34:08.5]

AH:  As a matter of fact, there was a homeless lady in the hospital.  She was there just 
trying to seek shelter until the morning and they ended up locking her up because she 
had, well they said she had no business being there.  So, they locked her up for being 
homeless.  They had no other reason.  She wasn’t causing any problems there in the 
hospital, she was just there, you know, trying to stay warm and sheltered until the 
morning.  But they chose to lock her up.  And there’s a lot of that going on.  

CD:  Have you had any personal encounters with the police?

AH:   Yes.  I had an encounter with the police and once I told them I was homeless, their 
attitudes changed.  They, you know, the things that they were saying, you know, what 
they thought were under their breath, I could hear them.  And it was basically me, you 
know, a reference to me being homeless.  

CD:  And what would you say your rights are?  How would you defend yourself in that 
type of situation?  

AH:  Just like I said to them, I’m human regardless of me being homeless or, you know, 
or anything like that.  I am still a human being.  I am no different than someone in your 
family because somebody knows someone personally that’s homeless.  They may, you 
know, choose to lay a blind eye to it, but almost everyone has been touched by this.  Like 
me, I never thought --after being with the post office for fifteen years, going to college, 
always being there for my family, helping around-- I never would have dreamed that I 
would be homeless.  But, here I am, unable to afford housing, unable to get a job because 
I have no home, you know, and not really having anybody to help.  I’m still homeless.  

CD:  Are there any questions that I have failed to ask that you would like to raise?  
(Pause) Do you have any questions for me?

AH:  No, not really.  Just, I would hope that the interviews that you are doing, that your 
finished project gets seen, gets really put out there where people can see that we need 
help here.  That’s my biggest thing.  

CD:  And you mentioned earlier about how we are always passing people on the street 
and they may or may not be homeless-- What are some of the daily actions that we can do 
to recognize people or to treat them better?  You know, the next time I pass someone on 
the street who I believe may be homeless, what should I do?  
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AH:  A lot of times, well one thing you could do is get with your church, if you belong to 
a church and come up with a program within your church to help the homeless.  And once 
you pass somebody, if you’ve done that, have a flyer or a number where they can call and 
get some help.  And a lot of times those people just need somebody to listen to them.  
And I’m guilty of this too because, before I wouldn’t listen to the person that’s mumbling 
on.  A lot of times they’re not mumbling because they have a mental disorder, they have 
no one to talk to, they have no one to hear that they’re hurting.  And if we would just 
open up our hearts and ears sometimes, that would help that person.  You never know, if 
you listen or maybe give that needed advice, that could help them get off the street or 
help them at least get to a program where they can get some help.  

CD:  Are there any topics that we talked about that you would like to go back and say 
more?

AH:  Maybe we need more advocates, more people to be out on the forefront for the 
homeless.  People need to stop running from that because that’s been a problem for a long 
time and to me it’s getting worse.  

[0:38:42.8]

CD:  Is there anything else you want to add before I stop recording? 

AH:  No, I don’t think so.

CD:  Okay, thank you.  

[0:38:55.1]

End of interview.
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