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 This interview was conducted as part of the DC Oral History and Social Justice Project.  The 

intent of the project is to record how residents of the greater DC area view the history of homelessness 

and how it became an entrenched part of the city. Dr. Daniel Kerr of American University began this 

project in 2012 by meeting with advocates of the unhoused, some homeless themselves, some formerly 

homeless. I was a student in Dr. Kerr’s oral history class and had planned into complete another project 

when the narrators I had tried to locate proved to be impossible to find. I joined the DC Oral History and 

Social Justice Project late in the game. StacieNicole Simmons and Alison Koostra are two other American 

University graduate students who were working with Dr. Kerr and had already completed an interview 

guide that I used in interviewing David Edwards. 

 The DC Oral History and Social Justice Project had met David Edwards at a meeting of the 

Shelter, Housing and Real Change (SHARC) advocacy group, chaired by Eric Sheptock, another 

homeless advocate interviewed by both StacieNicole Simmons and Alison Koostra. Interested researchers 

should look at the files donated by both oral historians for similar interviews.  At the time of the 

interview, Edwards was living in an apartment due to a federal grant. He had previously been homeless 

for periods of time up to seven years. At the time of the interviewer, I was a 25 year old white female 

graduate student, working and attending school in Washington, DC. 



 I interviewed Edwards at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Public Library in Washington, DC on 

November 1st, 2012. This interview was just two days after Hurricane Sandy ripped up the East Coast of 

the United States. Washington, DC wasn’t impacted too greatly, but a SHARC Town Hall meeting 

Edwards had planned to attend earlier in the week was cancelled. Edwards showed up anyway, recording 

himself reading some of his poetry against the backdrop of the hurricane.  

 Edwards was nearly two hours late to the interview. He had thought it was scheduled for an 

earlier time. Alison Koostra had been emailing him with him to set up the interview, so she telephoned 

him to remind him to meet us. Edwards was in the process of drafting some remarks. He was fairly well 

rehearsed in his speech. I did not set out to conduct a life history, but rather to focus on Edward’s 

activities as an activist. Edwards wanted otherwise, however. Edwards had me with shelter coordinators, 

parole officers, social workers, divorce lawyers, and so many different people over the years to which he 

had told his life story, he was very eager to tell us. His life history focused mostly on his labor and work 

history, and his history of what he believes to be whistleblowing. Edwards also brought copies of his 

poetry and print outs explaining his advocacy/artist group, Freedom of Media Activist Advocate—

FoMAA. These materials are included in this file as well. 

 The sound quality of the audio is overall very good, but Edwards speaks exceedingly quickly and 

punctuates his sentences by pounding his fist against the table. Interested researchers should consult the 

video recording of this interview, as Edwards is a very animated speaker.  


