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 This interview was conducted as part of the DC Oral History and Social Justice Project.  

The intent of the project is to record how residents of the greater DC area view the history of 

homelessness and how it became an entrenched part of the city.  Interviews are recorded to be 

used as tools to create critical dialogue among people who are unhoused in Washington, DC as 

well as to assist in future advocacy efforts.  Dr. Daniel Kerr of American University began the 

project in 2012 and initiated discussions with several homeless advocates in the District.  Eric 

Sheptock, chairman of Shelter, Housing and Real Change (SHARC), was among the first group 

of advocacy leaders contacted by Dr. Kerr and was selected as the first interviewee for the new 

project.   

StacieNicole Simmons, a fellow graduate student at American University, and I arranged 

via email and text messaging with Eric Sheptock for the interview to take place at the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Public Library in Washington, DC.  The interview was rescheduled twice to 

accommodate for Sheptock’s advocacy activities, most notably an interview with the Huffington 

Post which took place on October 11, 2012.   

On October 12, 2012 Simmons and I conducted two back-to-back interviews, each taking 

a turn as the interviewer or equipment operator.  Simmons interviewed first and I conducted the 

second interview.  Elliot Blumberg, a photo journalism student at the Corcoran College of Art 

and Design, was also present at the interview and took photos as part of an on-going “day in the 



life” project he was creating about Sheptock.  Some shutter noise from his camera is audible on 

the recording.  Though conducted and recorded as a separate interview, both Sheptock and I 

made reference to the earlier Sheptock-Simmons interview at several points.  It may be helpful 

for researchers to consult both interviews for full context.   

While Simmons transferred audio recordings between interviews, Eric and I had a 

conversation about the Washington Interfaith Network (WIN) and coalition building in 

connection to the rally SHARC had planned for October 29, 2012.  I told him of my experiences 

with WIN and we discovered that he often attends the Radcliff Room breakfast program at New 

York Avenue Presbyterian Church where I am a member and volunteer.  We also talked briefly 

about other potential narrators to interview for the DC Oral History and Social Justice Project.  

While I felt this exchanged helped build our rapport for the interview, it also highlighted the 

distance between our social positions—he as a homeless, African-American male and me as a 

graduate-educated, white female and occasional volunteer for a program he utilizes in the 

District.  Discussing potential narrators for the project also highlighted our differing roles as 

narrator and interviewer.  However, Sheptock appeared willing to use his leadership position and 

knowledge of the advocacy community to assist with directing our next contacts.   

As an advocate in the public spotlight, Sheptock is well rehearsed when it comes to 

talking about homelessness the district.   It was at times difficult to get his historical perspective 

of homelessness in DC as he often brought the conversation back to current advocacy efforts.  I 

must admit that my own interest in his current advocacy projects and in his use of technology led 

me to encourage this line of discussion as well.  As we proceeded further into the interview a 

shift back to the history of homelessness in DC did occur and I feel a longer interview would 

have yielded additional commentary from a historical perspective.    



As a final note, separate audio recordings were made for each interview conducted with 

Sheptock on October 12, 2012.  The transcripts for each are archived separately.  However, one 

extended video recording was produced which includes both interviews.  Researchers interested 

in using the video recording should refer to both transcripts for guidance.    


