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1. Draw of DC for mixture of populations, each with a political bent  leads to 
marginalization of African American populations, high unemployment, poor education, 
gentrification and improvement of upper-class education  leads to homelessness (0:0:4, 
p.5) 
2. Gentrification (0:0:4, p.5) 
 - Improvement in some education  
 - Rise in living costs 
3. Marginalization of African American populations 
 - Foreign immigrants in DC job market (0:16:12, p.9) 
4. Education – 1960s/1970s 
 - Failing/repeating grades (0:4:00, p.6) 

- High school “pecking order” (0:4:00, p.6) 
- Working vs. going to school (0:4:00, p.6) 
- Poor education as barrier for job promotion (0:9:56, p.8) 
- Welfare-to-Work program in 1990s  restart career in computer IT (0:32:10, 

p.14) 
5. Employment 
 - Unions in1960s (0:4:00, p.6); 1970s (0:7:55, p.7) 
  > Racial discrimination (0:14:41, p.9); effects on credit (0:13:53, p.10) 
 - Efforts to increase diversity in workforce  more minorities hired 1960s/1970s 
(0:6:28, p.6) 
 - Doing ethical/unethical work, esp. in banking 1970s (0:6:28, p.6) 
 - Layoffs (0:7:55, p.7); Ronald Reagan (0:22:20, p.11) 
 - Access to capital: Credit/financing/loan/credit system challenges (0:9:56, p.7); 
(0:27:54, p.12); (1:17:59, p.26) 
 - Dangerous low-wage and/or low-skilled jobs (0:9:56, p.7) 
 - Racial Discrimination (0:22:20, p.11) 
6. Protesting federal government and union (0:7:55, p.7); (0:9:56, p.8)  

- On being a whistleblower (0:32:10, p.14); (0:57:51, p.21); (1:40:41, p.31) 
- Social Security benefits problems (1:15:01, p.25) 

7. Migration  
- Grandparents from Georgia; from sharecropping (0:0:4, p.5; 0:14:41, p.9) to 

domestic work [Second Great Migration 1940s–1970s?] (0:4:00, p.5) 
- To Boston to find his mother 1970s (0:6:28, p.6) and back to DC (0:7:55, p.7) 
- To Florida and back to DC 2009–2011 (0:40:17, p.16) 
- Trips on $1 bus (1:08:09, p.24) 

8. Definition of homelessness 
 - Homelessness is being raised by someone who is not your biological parent 
(0:0:4, p.5) 
 - The elderly are parallel to homeless (1:10:05, p.24) 
 - Not all homeless are drug addicts (1:10:05, p.24) 
9. Homeless/Homelessness 
 - Released from Freedman’s Hospital, Oct. 1953 (0:0:4, p.4) 



 - Federal housing voucher grant, currently (0:0:4, p.4) 
 - Founded FoMAA: Freedom of Media Advocacy and Activism (0:33:50, p.14) 
 - SHARC (0:33:50, p.14) 
 - Shelter systems/hours (0:52:13, p.20) 
  > Police “decriminalizing” shelters (1:28:07, p.28) 
 - Street living (1:08:09, p.23) 
10. Family/Community 
 - Grandmother (1:10:05, p.24) 

- Wife and kids (0:29:36, p.13); (0:54:18, p.20) 
 > Child support (1:25:57, p.28) 

 - Brother’s family (0:42:14, p.17) 
 - Poets on the Fringe (0:44:15, p.18) 
 - Improvement groups (0:49:34, p.19–20) 
 - Not hanging out with certain groups (1:05:48, p.23) 
 - Lack of support network, esp. African Americans not supporting other African 
Americans (1:12:33, p.25) 
 - Feeling a movement brewing (1:36:37, p.30) 
11. Segregation and Civil Rights Era: buses (0:11:47, p.8) 
12. Religion/religious communities 
 - Seventh Day Adventist Church commune (0:24:00, p.11) 
13. Health (0:32:10, p.13–14); (0:42:14, p.17); (0:57:51, p.21) 
14. Poetry/Self-expression (0:44:15, p.18); (1:20:02, p.26) 
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1. Migration 
 - Hitched from Florida to DC (p.2) 
 - Family moved from New Jersey to Florida in mid-1980s (20:41, p.9) 
2. Panhandling and police (6:42, p.4) 
3. Homelessnes 

- Capitalism is the root of homelessness in DC (6:42, p.4); (1:05:58, p.26) 
- According to National Coalition for the Homeless, 5 reasons: (6:42, p.4) 

  > Lack of affordable housing 
  > Lack of a living wage 
  > Domestic violence 
  > Medical bankruptcy 
  > Mental illness 
 - “The homeless rut” and day labor (11:31, p.6) 
 - Number of homeless (36:33, p.15) 
 - Street living (46:44, p.19) 
 - The time it takes to be homeless  traveling from one service to the next takes 
hours (55:01, p.21) 
4. Health (6:42, p.4) 



 - Head injury from child abuse (14:37, p.7) 
 - Drugs (14:37, p.8) 
 - Healthcare (20:41, p.10) 
 - Mental health and hotlines closing at midnight (33:10, p. 13) 
5. Stereotypes  

- Drugs in fact are not a leading cause of homelessness (6:42, p.5) 
- “The only difference between a homeless person and a housed person is that a 

homeless person doesn’t have a home.” (1:05:58, p.26) 
6. Employment 
 - Employers don’t want to hire individuals who have been out of work more than 
three years (14:37, p.6) 
 - Credit checks (14:37, p.6) 
 - SSI checks (14:37, p.7) 
 - Farmers pray on homeless (14:37, p.8) 
7. Family 
 - Adoptive parents (14:37, p.7) 
 - Growing up girls cooked and boys did chores outside (1:00:44, p.23) 
 - Dating and marriage (1:00:44, p.24) 
8. Communities 
 - Homeless community is divisive (14:37, p.8) 
9. Education 
 - North vs. South (20:41, p.9) 
10. Shelters 
 - Availability, including Franklin School (36:33, p.15) 
 - Cleanliness (40:25, p.16) 
 - CCNV = Community for Creative Non-Violence (40:25, p.16); lockers and 
contracts (46:44, p.18) 
 - Gender divide (40:25, p.16) 
 - Violence (46:44, p.18) 
 - Staff being unprofessional (46:44, p.19) 
 - Churches provide better services and more respect than governmental/public 
institutions (52:08, p.20) 
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1. Panhandling (0:00:00, p.4) 
 - Law enforcement (0:03:00, p.5) 
 - Police brutality (0:03:00, p.5) 
2. Organizations 
 - NCH: National Coalition for the Homeless (0:00:00, p.4) 
 - Government cutting services for budgetary reasons and not reasoning out the 
consequences (0:27:00, p.12) 
 - The need for nation-wide federal policies on homeless services (0:36:02, p.13) 



3. Shelters 
 - Franklin School shelter, staying there in 2006 (0:05:56, p.6); (0:21:51, p.10); the 
fight to keep it open vs. develop it (0:47:36, p.17) 
 - CCNV shelter opening (0:08:46, p.7); history of the building (0:53:58, p.18) 
 - Central Union Mission having too many policies (0:15:04, p.8) 
 - DC Village Family Shelter closed and created STI: Systems Transformation 
Initiative, then STEAP: Short-Term Exit Assistance Program (0:51:24, p.17) 
4. Drugs/Alcohol 
 - In the metro (0:03:00, p.5) 
5. Activism 

- Civil rights/Civil Rights Era connection and being a public figure vs. staying out 
of the limelight (0:05:56, p.6) 

- Iraq War protest (0:05:56, p.6) 
- Using technology to increase advocacy through email, blogs, Facebook, Twitter 

(0:18:00, p.9) 
- Combating vagrancy and public protest laws (0:42:00, p.15) 
- Reagan is the scapegoat for homelessness (0:53:58, p.18) 
- Mitch Snyder’s activism (0:56:07, p.18) 
- Sheptock began his activism in 2006  attitudes toward homelessness change 

over time since 1980s (0:59:20, p.19) 
- Dealing with other advocacy groups (1:04:35, p.21) 

6. Stereotypes 
 - Homeless having computers and cell phones (0:12:29, p.7) 
 - Homeless having friends and being activists (0:12:29, p.8) 
7. Employment 
 - Wages vs. living costs (0:24:54, p.10) 
8. Migration 
 - The homed ask why don’t the homeless just move elsewhere? (0:27:00, p.11) 
 - NYC, Atlanta, and Florida shipping their homeless out of the city, especially for 
big tourist seasons (0:30:29, p.12) 
 - Family moved from New Jersey to Florida (1:14:36, p.23) 
9. DC Homelessness 
 - How to define DC residency (0:33:14, p.13) 
 - DC legislation on homeless issues: “can’t arrest somebody for being in public 
while poor” (0:38:58, p.14) 
10. Family history and abuse, then adoption (1:10:58, p.22) 
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1. Resident of DC 
 - Native Washingtonian (0:00:00, p.4) 
 - DC a “human rights city” (0:03:18, p.5) 
2. Homelessness 



 - See the same faces years later: alcoholism, substance abuse, poor education, 
mental illness (0:00:00, p.5) 
 - Reagan creating homelessness (0:09:25, p.7); (0:45:30, p.15) 
 - Threat of vagrancy laws (0:24:06, p.10) 
3. Migration 
 - DC is a “transient city,” homeless from all over the nation in DC (0:03:18, p.5) 
 - Gentrification (0:58:48, p.18) 
4. Organizations and Public Programs 
 - Local Rent Supplement Program (0:06:06, p.6) 
 - COHHO: Coalition of Housing and Homeless Organizations (0:09:25, p.6) 
 - SHARC: Shelter, Housing, and Respectful Change and its activist work 
(0:09:25, p.7) 
 - Permanent Supportive Housing Program (0:21:22, p.9) 
 - People for Fairness Coalition (0:36:49, p.13); (0:55:46, p.17) 
5. Shelters 
 - CCNV (0:09:25, p.7); (0:27:17, p.11); current state and staffing (0:49:11, p.16) 
 - Mitch Snyder’s activism (0:27:17, p.11) 
6. Role of religion in making sense of homelessness and his life is a constant theme. 
7. Employment 
 - Difficulties getting jobs (1:03:21, p.19) 
 - Job searching required for some federal aid programs like food stamps (1:03:21, 
p.19) 
 - The issue of job interviews while being homeless (1:05:16, p.19) 
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1. Migration 
 - Second Great Migration: moved to NYC in early 1960s, then DC in early 1970s, 
to escape segregation in the South (0:00, p.2) 
 - Displacement due to developers buying buildings (45:31, p.12) 
2. Advocacy 
 - Homelessness just beginning to hit DC in the early 1970s (3:54, p.2) 
 - SHARC (24:34, p.7) 
 - Peoples for Families Coalition [People for Fairness Coalition] (24:34, p.8) 
3. Family 
 - Moving with children, getting help from her mother and friends (3:54, p.2) 
4. Homelessness 
 - Reagan taking office and cutting the budget (3:54, p.4) 
 - Lyndon B. Johnson created welfare for African American communities (15:00, 
p.5) 
 - The homeless need people, not shelters, to support them and help them get back 
on their feet (24:34, p.6) 
5. Drugs and Guns 



 - Boys “fell into a trap” because of guns and drugs (15:00, p.4–5) 
 - Girls trapped in pregnancies without education (20:25, p.6) 
6. Role of religion in making sense of homelessness and his life is a constant theme. 
7. Shelters 
 - CCNV (24:34, p.7) 
 - Description of family shelter (34:43, p.8); families on the street (1:00:16, p.13) 
 - Getting shut down or closed more hours of the day (1:00:16, p.14) 
 - Mi Casa in Adams Morgan about to shut down (1:00:16, p.14) 
 - Community of Hope and other non-profits are the real help to homeless 
(1:00:16, p.15) 
8. Public Spaces 
 - Closing parks to the homeless: Franklin Park (34:43, p.10) 
 - “I always say that Washington, D.C., is made up of sex, power, and money.” 
(54:00, p.12) 
9. Health 
 - Mental health problems and no one will help (45:31, p.10) 
10. Police violence (1:00:16, p.14) 


