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 This interview was conducted as part of the DC Oral History and Social Justice Project.  

The intent of the project is to record how residents of the greater DC area view the history of 

homelessness and how it became an entrenched part of the city.  Interviews are recorded to be 

used as tools to create critical dialogue among people who are unhoused in Washington, DC as 

well as to assist in future advocacy efforts.  Dr. Daniel Kerr of American University began the 

project in 2012 and initiated discussions with several homeless advocates in the District.  Robert 

Warren, a member of Shelter, Housing and Real Change (SHARC), was among the first group of 

advocacy leaders recruited and was selected as an interviewee during the first semester of the 

new project.   

I arranged this interview with Robert Warren by phone the week before the November 8, 

2012 interview after securing his contact information at a SHARC meeting on September 17, 

2012.  A prior attempt at email communication received no reply.  As with the other early 

additions to the project, this interview took place at the Martin Luther King Jr. Public Library in 

Washington, DC.  StacieNicole Simmons, a fellow graduate student at American University, was 

present in the room during the interview and operated the video camera.  

I completed filming an interview for Simmons in the basement of the MLK Public 

Library immediately prior to my scheduled interview with Warren on the second floor.  The 

logistics involved in packing up the equipment to make the necessary room change ate into the 



time I had allotted to set up for the afternoon interview with Warren.  The second-floor room 

where we were scheduled to meet was also locked when we arrived with the recording 

equipment thus pushing back the interview schedule even further.  Warren’s early arrival 

combined with my shortened interview preparation window heightened my stress level.  This is 

evident on the interview recording in the somewhat irregular way the interview began and the 

lack of coordination with Simmons on when to begin the video recording.   

As a result of my desire to honor Warren’s time and begin the interview as closely as 

possible to our original appointment, our interaction before the interview began was rushed and 

limited to brief greetings.  I decided to discuss the intended use of the interview footage and the 

conditions of the project’s release form after the completion of the interview.  Warren did not 

seem to mind the delay too much and took the opportunity to talk with Valerie Williams; the 

narrator Simmons had just completed interviewing.   

During the interview, Warren often spoke with his hands over his mouth or accentuated 

stories by hitting a fist or hand on the table.  Both actions are evident on interview recordings.  

While in most cases these actions did not interfere greatly with the recordings’ audio quality, on 

a few occasions it did make some words unintelligible.  Towards the end of the interview Warren 

began coughing frequently and showing visible signs of fatigue.  After I closed the interview he 

shared with me that he was feeling under the weather that day and was headed home to rest.  I do 

not know if this greatly affected his responses in the interview.    

As with the other initial narrators interviewed for this project, Warren kept steering the 

conversation back to current advocacy efforts.  The questions most successful in soliciting a 

historical perspective focused on changes in homeless advocacy since the 1980s.  That said, 

Warren also provided a valuable, if not unexpected, take on gentrification in DC.  As a native 



Washingtonian who has experienced life as both a housed and unhoused resident in the District, 

Warren provides a unique perspective.  Hopefully future interviewers working on this project 

will interview Warren again and encourage him to further reflect on the physical ways the city 

has changed over his lifetime.  

 


