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Washington, DC Oral History Project 
 

Transcription of Interview with Valerie Williams on November 8, 2012  
at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library; Washington, DC 

 
      SNS: StacieNicole Simmons 

VW: Valerie Williams 
 
 
 

SNS: Good Afternoon. My name is StacieNicole Simmons and I am here at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library with Ms. Valerie Williams. It’s November 8, 2012. Ms. Williams, do 
I have your permission to record this interview? 
 
VW: Yes. 
 
SNS: Thank you very much. I’m going to start just very basic and ask you a little bit about 
your experience in Washington, DC.  How long have you been living in Washington, DC? 
 
VW: I’ve been living in Washington, DC approximately since 1973. 
 
SNS: And what brought you to Washington, DC? 
 
VW: Uh. My experience in growing up in the South at a younger age, very young, I decided 

that I didn’t to want to love there because of the racial tension and segregation. And I had 
experience then able to travel, you know, to New York and Michigan and different places that 
my Mom and those would carry us like during the summer. My father was military and was 
fortunate enough to go places, some places where he was stationed. So New York was one of the 
places that my Mom decided that she would like to be there while he was in New Jersey. So we 
lived in New York, we lived in the Bronx, 174th Street. This here was way back in the, like ‘63 
‘64, around that time. And going back to the South, you know, I was like, “I don’t want to live 
there because the people are different,” and visiting New York and other places it was racism 
and segregation but segregation was not quite like it was in the South. I experienced a few things 
in the South with my mom and my grandmother and those going-The experience that I had of my 
grandmother having to go in back doors, when I was at age eight years old. And I couldn’t quite 
understand that. And the tone of people when they would speak to them, I was like- being a child 
I couldn’t say anything, but I know the difference. And that’s when I decided, I was like when I 
grow up and get grown, I’m not gonna live in the South. I don’t want live here. I want to live 
someplace where people are pleasant and where they respect you, you know. Because I did 
experience a lot, seeing- take for instance when we use to travel in the train to New York or 
Michigan or wherever we was going, it would only be one train for blacks. And when we would 
arrive at the train station it was like, I see these- you know, black- color waiting room and white 
waiting room. So we had to be like, in the black waiting room until the time for our train to 
come. And my mom she used to have to like pack our lunch so that we would have on the train 
something to eat because they wasn’t allowed to go to the dining car. 
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[3:54] 
 
SNS: Now did any if these experiences affect your desire to be an advocate for the unhoused 
once you got to DC and settled in DC? 
 
VW: I did, in ‘73 when I arrived here. I basically lived up at 14th and Belmont Street NW. 
And there was nonprofits organizations coming in they was rehabbing apartment buildings, 
they was buying apartment buildings, helping the neighborhoods to try to pull themselves 
together- hadn’t quite experienced anything like this before. And homelessness was just 
beginning to hit Washington uh back during like ‘74, ‘75 and that was they reason for 
coming into rehab buildings and they would make apartments on out of them and uh rehab 
the apartments and put homeless people in there. They had a lot of programs, they had a 
medical facility, they created uh job programs and I mean it was a church based setting and it 
was called Community of Hope. And um the Reverend Tom Niece (?) he was the one that 
was the director of that program and he had family that came in, different people from 
different places come in, doctors and they would, you know they was moving in the 
Washington area at that time. So, working with them, I worked at the building. I worked with 
a young lady names Rita Bright. She since passed away, like maybe five years ago and she 
and I worked in the neighborhood because at that time things was beginning to really change 
as far as parents raising their children. I’m a mom of three sons and my children were like 
age five and six. And I moved here from New York because New York was getting really 
bad at that time. I really wanted to raise them there but, it was really getting bad then and I 
hadn’t never been to Washington. I would come through on the train and I remember always 
coming through on the train-  I didn’t know it was the capital I thought it was the White 
House and then my mom a couple times she say, “That’s the capital,” you could see it from 
Union Station, at that time. So I just decided that I want to- no I came here with a friend and 
when I I’d gotten here, I was like, “Oh, wow.” The people were very, very nice and it seemed 
like everybody knew everybody and I had some friends that I didn’t grow up with in South 
Carolina, in my home and they lived here. So, I, at the time carried- my mother had moved 
from New York, carried my children to my mom and she kept them. And I came back to 
Washington. And at that time, I didn’t really have a place to stay but I had a friend that let me 
stay with her until I could get on my feet and get a job and you know and kind of move on. 
And I did all of that. After I landed a job, well actually, I went on public assistant because I 
didn’t land a job right then. And I went and I picked up my kids, brought them back here and 
they were like four or five. My oldest son, he lived with my mother and that’s where he 
chose to be and I didn’t want to take him from her because he was her first grandchild. And I 
was like, “Oh, wow. I really want him here, but if that’s where he wanna be, you know, I’ll 
let him be.” And he lived with her, so he would come and visit on holidays. And in the 
summer time, he’d come for a couple of weeks- my brother would bring him up because my 
brother, his wife- her mother loved in New York, so he would go visit there mother-in-law 
and they would take the boys with them, during that time and then when they came back he 
would carry them to South Carolina for the summer. So in all of that, you know and I landed 
a job and after I started working because I wasn’t a person that particularly, I didn’t grow up 
on welfare, and that was a problem for me. I was like, “No, I need to get me a job ‘cause I 
can’t live off of this type of money.” Once a month you get it and it’s, you know, gone. You 
pay your rent, you do whatever else, you do your laundry, do whatever else you have to and I 
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did that for a whole month. And I was like, “Oh, no.” And one morning I woke up and I was 
like, “I gotta get me a job.” So it was this organization called Jubilee Housing- Jubilee Jobs- I 
went to them. And I had went to school for one year before I had my oldest son, I went to 
South Carolina State and I had him. I went for early childhood development and I didn’t 
finish it out, but I did get most of my education here in Washington as I moved along in 
childcare. So I was able to land a job as a nanny. And I worked as a nanny for a whole year 
and at that time they was ready to put their daughter into childcare after that year. And when 
they put her in the childcare it was just beginning to open up. And the childcare was called- 
child development center and it was cause Broadcasters Child Development Center that was 
my first job I landed here. I worked there for approximately, about seven years and they 
moved out to Layette Elementary School. And they were moving downtown around 17th and 
K Street NW and I really didn’t wanna go, you know.  I was searching around, so the House 
of Representatives was opening up they childcare and I went there. And I had a very, very 
bad experience at the House of Representatives because it was so much like the South. You 
had people there pretending that they- you know, liked us. And I know, no offense (nods 
toward Alison), I know from experience that spirit of people when they- the spirit whether 
you like me or whether you prejudice or whatever. So, I went through that ordeal after that I 
moved into mental health and I landed a job at Green Door. And that was round the time that 
Ronal Reagan had taken office and things was really, really beginning to get tight again for 
people because his mentally was that you- how do I put this into words- his mentally was that 
people need to be working and the budget cuts and housing. And that’s really when the 
homelessness really started because he had cut they budget for HUD at that time.  
 
[13:10] 
SNS: So, repeat that for me. So the homeless began, in your estimation, when Ronald Reagan 
came into office? 
 
VW: Yes, yes.- It had started but at the time when he came in that’s when it really, really got 
started to getting bad. And it didn’t get real bad, but like I say they the organizations would 
cap up and pull homeless women off the street of they could get into the program, And they 
had like thirty apartments where they put family in there men and women. If they was trying 
to really get their lives together. It was lots of lots of drugs, drugs poured into our 
community. And that really bothered me a lot. And crime was really, really getting bad 
around that time. Several people, black men, were getting shot. The polices was really cruel, 
it was so much going on, but I was trying to maintain, here I am, I have three young men- 
which two was with me and I didn’t want them to fall in the cracks because the young men 
were  beginning to fall in the cracks ta that time. Going to jail you know, dropping out of 
school, nobody had a handle on anything, and I’m like, Oh Lord! 
 
SNS: Why do you think they were falling in the cracks? What was the reason? 
 
[15:00] 
 
VW: The reason they fell into a trap was because- uh like when the guns, when uh, what’s 
his name, I can’t think of his name right off. The guns had hit the streets from when- Oliver 
North had that incident happen with him and the guns hit the street at that time. And as I told 
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you the other day- at that time, I wasn’t really living in a spiritual realm, but I could see that 
it was for our children to fall in a trap, the drugs. More drugs flowed into Washington, DC 
when Ronald Reagan was president than ever. And I could see that, you know and I was like 
man these people. And not having the power to do anything and didn’t know who to go to 
and wasn’t speaking out. But we would get in our little corners and we would talk about how 
to transition in from the sixties through to the seventies because when my brothers grew up- I 
grew up with my parents, both of my parents, and it was hard for me because I divorced 
early. I was married, I divorced early and raising three young men, it was hard, but it wasn’t 
hard because I had my family- they would always intervene and help me. And looking back 
at that time, time repeats itself, it’s just a little different now than it was then but it’s the 
same, you know. The homelessness, the guns, the drugs, and that really, really, really bother 
me a lot. 
 
SNS: Tell me the connection between the homelessness the drugs and the guns. Tell me how 
you perceive that to be connected. 
 
VW: It’s connected because our- young men they fell in a trap and I think because- and I 
don’t think- the system to me is set up to secure itself. And they say they doin’ and they not 
doin’ so when I look back at the sixties and coming into to the seventies- there was drugs 
then  in the sixties but they wasn’t on the street like they was. Parents had a handle on their 
children. And when I think about when they changed our rights from- segregation and we 
could do this and could do that it, it trapped our young black men to keep them from going, 
reaching, where they needed to go. Because some parents had, at that time, began to do drugs 
themselves and they didn’t have a handle in their children and they was losing their 
respective place on life. You know, society plays a great part in where we are right now 
because- with the homelessness now, it’s worse now than it was then because you had people 
out their helping you to go somewhere, then they fell off. Community Hope is still in 
existence over in South East they still does it- but it’s like the government took their hands 
off a lot of stuff. And we as a people I don’t think look so much for the government to do for 
us like- people- it’s something that was introduced to us, the black culture. Because when 
grew up, I remember nobody being on welfare. So when Lyndon Baines Johnson became 
president, that’s when welfare was introduced to the black community and more people start 
leaning toward because young black women was beginning to have babies and they had to 
have an income. So it was ok now for you to go the welfare office and get assistance. I never 
had - I could never get the concept of even having my children- want help from public 
assistance.  
 
[20:25] 
 
SNS: So what is the difference in the mentality between you, who never wanted to have your 
children or yourself subject or dependent on government assistance, to the need , help me 
make that leap, to the need for this group of young women 
 
VW: This group of young women they didn’t have the training they got pregnant- nobody- 
they supposedly have implemented training programs in the system. And you have lazy 
people and people using the money to wherever they want to use it, not using it properly to 
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give the young women the training- to move forward. They say they do it, but it doesn’t 
happen.  
 
SNS: Who’s the “they”? 
 
VW: The government- 
 
SNS: So they say they provide the training-  
 
VW: Yes and all at the same time they letting them fall into a trap and just keep having 
babies ‘cause the majority of them haven’t been trained even at home. You know, this is the 
way that you supposed to go. I mean, I’m not getting off the subject, but you have a three 
year old granddaughter that I take care of- she been with me since eight months old. Her 
mother passed away and that’s the only reason that I have her is because I help my son with 
her. And he has two children. She was never on welfare. She got out and she worked. And if 
she was living today, I wouldn’t have to have Morgan. But I try to train- because I never had 
a girl. She’s my daughter that I never had. And I try to teach her at even three years old,  
right now, where she needs to go and what she needs to do, at three years old. Because I’m 
not going to be with her at all. So to say that I’m saying you have young women that never 
had anybody to teach them anything and most young women are looking for love that they 
have never had. So I try to love her, so that she won’t have to go out there to get anyone else 
to love her. Same as black males, the most of them are looking for love and nobody’s 
reaching out to them. I see the society, those in high places, they building jails, they are- you 
know, the drugs, the jail they introduce that and we fell into the trap- and you know taking it 
on, selling drugs and the whole bit. I see it in the system and that’s how they have created it. 
Even now when you look at what’s going on with the homeless and everything- in my 
lifetime, I’ve seen black men standing around-but they be on the corner be bopping trying to 
do something with themselves. Today I see black men’s in despair. Nowhere to go, nobody 
looking at them to try and teach them. They reaching out for somebody and nobody is 
looking at them to try and get them out of despair. Some of them don’t want it you can’t help 
everybody, but there’s some black men that’s really, really in despair and looking for 
somebody to say, “Can I help you?” “Pick me up, so I can go further.” 
 
SNS: And what is the best way as an advocate for the unhoused, what is the best way to 
help? You mentioned education earlier but what are some of the best ways to support or 
undergird their efforts-? 
 
[24:34] 
 
VW: Just support them, I don’t think that shelters can support them. What can support them 
is people like me, like a Robert, like a Eric -going around- speaking to them, trying to get 
them to help themselves so they can  get up out of the rut, to move on. And if no one, you 
know, you go to laces and you speak to these men, and the first thing come out of their 
mouth, “Aint nobody gonna help us.” ‘Cause people come and offer, but they don’t never 
come back anymore. So if you keep coming to a person- If you come to me and keep offering 
me something, I’m lifting myself up looking forward to see you again- to help and you never 
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show back up, you know, that throws the whole mentality off. They mind just goes, “Don’t 
nobody care, so why should  I do,” because we get that a lot. 
 
SNS: Describe or share with me or with us, what does it look like when you go to help. How 
do you help? 
 
VW: For instance, when- I came in with SHARC, I had a dream. One night, I was sleeping, I 
had a dream, in June, about the latter part of June. And the Lord, in my dream, said, He was 
talking about the homeless and you need to go out among the homeless people. And I was 
like, I don’t always remember my dreams and that was so clear to me. “Go out and help the 
homeless people.’ And which I have helped, when I did work with Community Hope back in 
the seventies but all that, I moved on and got out of it, you know. Uh cause even moving on 
from there, when I’d gotten away from it something had happened  to me with someone that 
worked with the homeless people and I knew in my spirit that they was only there for a 
paycheck, not to really help them. So in turn they did what they wanted to  do to me and so I 
moved on. And when He gave me that dream, I woke on that Sunday morning and I was 
getting ready for church and that stuck in my mind, I ‘m like, “Helping the homeless.” Like, 
“Wow. What I’m gonna do with the homeless?” So I went to church that morning and my 
Apostle, when she brought the Word forth, she preached the whole dream that I had dreamed. 
And what she was talking about- in my dream I didn’t know, it was like I saw him talking 
about the government and about what they do and what they don’t do and that came up in the 
sermon and I was like, “Wow, is He talking to me? Is this real?” So I went home that night 
and I thought about it. And I thought it and I said, “God, is this really what You want me to 
do ?” So one of the young ladies at my church she called me that night and she said, 
“Valerie, I know you live in the District and I’m out here in Maryland and we have this- 
women’s program called Daughters of Sarah at our church- And she say, you know, I’m 
involved with the Daughters of Sarah- and I need some information. If you could go down to 
CCNV you know I’ve been calling and calling- I can’t get no information from anybody.” So 
at the time, I said, “Sure, I’ll do it.” And it hit me again, these homeless people. So that 
Monday morning, I got up. I got Morgan ready for school and after I dropped Morgan off at 
school I came back and get myself ready. And I went down there and it was hot. Oh, man it 
was hot out there that day. So I went down to try to get the information, when I went down to 
try and get the information, all these people- in the building and I’m saying, “Oh my God.” 
People running around, and I’m saying, “Can somebody please help me?” I say, “I need to 
find out how can we come down, uh -I’m trying to get information on how can our church 
come in, cause we want to come in and serve them women.” We have one Saturday when we 
go down there and serve them and they are grateful, they are so grateful. So out of all of that 
you know- that Monday I came out of there I was just running around like a chicken with its 
head cut off I went to the women’s shelter on the corner I went to the (unintelligible) part 
then I went to the women’s shelter, they have like two women’s shelters I went to both of 
those and after I finished the second one I came out and I met these three men and one of 
them had homeless on his shirt. And I started talking to them and that’s how I got involved 
with SHARC. Because it was a lawyer and two other homeless people and they was saying 
“We have a meeting downstairs every Monday at 1 o’clock, why don’t you come and join 
us?” They got my telephone number and- we exchanged numbers and everything. So one of 
the advocates, Obie, he- kept calling me.  He says, “Ms. Williams- you didn’t show up.” I 
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said, “you know what”- and I was like, when I ran into them. I said, “Oh my God, You must 
be talking to me.” So from then on I started to going, after he called me that first time talking 
about- I said, “Obie I was coming, but I came out and it was almost one o’clock and I was 
like- I was trying to get the bus there and it was hot as hell out there so I turned around and 
went back in the house.”  He said, “Oh I understand.” He said, “Well, maybe you can come 
next week.” So he gave me Robert’s phone number and told me that Robert was the president 
of one of the organization. People for families-, I think it’s Peoples for Family’s Coalition. 
And at that time I kept calling Robert and I said these people are-, I can’t be tied up like this 
there. So I finally caught up with Robert, I just went to the meeting one day over at Marion’s 
kitchen and I caught up with Robert. And we start talking and I kept going to the meeting and 
going and trying to get involved- because they go to lots of meetings. And I was going to the 
meetings and I was hearing these people, all these people sitting around tables saying, “What 
can we do for homeless? What can we do for the people?”- You guys are advocates, yawl get 
paid, you know and every time we got to meetings we trying to, you know, use our strategy 
to what we can do for them so they can get affordable housing. You know, it’s no affordable 
housing in the District and it’s a people of color and -you can imagine that really, really 
bothers me. Because all I see is people carrying them goods around and you got people 
coming into the city, you say you don’t have jobs, but people can get jobs that live in 
Maryland. People can come from across the water people, can come from anywhere, and 
there’s a lot of people and there’s a lot of- Hispanics they are homeless, but it’s not as many 
as us. And when I see that, it just does something to my spirit. And I know it’s a spiritual 
thing that God trying to get people’s attention. These people need somewhere to live and all 
they saying is what can we do? Shelters- shouldn’t be. They spend more money on shelters. 
[34:43] 
 
SNS: Tell me about the conditions of the shelters 
 
VW: Oh they are horrible. You know, you go to CCNC or some of these shelters, DC 
General, you got families- DC General is a family- orient, shelter for mothers and their 
children. And you go and they in these rooms and you have beds like-  
 
SNS: bunk beds- (speaking at the same time) 
 
VW: -next to bunk beds and people have all they stuff and some of them are afraid and it is 
just terrible up in those shelters. And then you have- the nerve to hire people that don’t have 
no compassion. And that really bothers me.  ‘Cause you have a lot of people just trying to 
make it themselves and they don’t know. You know, I don’t know what it is to be homeless. 
I’ve never been homeless, but my heart burden for the homeless. It’s not only here in 
Washington, it’s all over. And- the government say but they doing, but why not create a 
facility, why don’t you create some of these facilities, open those up, rehab the apartments, 
get some of these men that don’t have jobs, they have skills. Homeless people have skills. 
They have lots of skills. 
 
SNS: Tell me a little bit about their skills. 
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VW: You have men hat can do drywall. You have women that can do clerical work. You 
have, I mean it’s a way to create, there’s a way to create, to stop homelessness. That is how 
you can create some jobs. Get that money, put it there to rehab the places. They can rehab 
their own places where they can have somewhere to live. Create jobs for them, while they’re 
doing that, give them a little stipend, you know so that they can-and have programs set up 
where you can teach them to budget, to teach them how to take care of themselves. Cause the 
majority of them don’t know how to take care of themselves. You have people that’s been in 
homelessness for forty years. That’s not real. Not for me. There’s a whole lot of- and we 
trying to create talk and talk about what we can do for the homeless, -trying to help them. 
Now we trying to go to different shelters and try to educate them on what’s at stake. See and 
they have to know what’s at stake. Everybody, we not gonna win everybody, but those that 
want, we trying to get to them so we can create something that people would see that there’s 
a way that you can help them. It’s so many people that is sleeping on the street, its- 
 
SNS: What would be first thing that you would do, if you had unlimited resources, what 
would be your first point of action, to help the homeless? 
 
VW: If I had unlimited resources?  
 
SNS: Unlimited resources. 
 
VW: I couldn’t do much but talk to them and we’re trying to create- we’re trying to create –
to do protests- to get them to sit out and do what they need to do because I believe if we 
create and get enough people to protest and squat so that the government will take a hand for 
affordable housing, especially affordable housing- create something for them, you know, and 
it’ll go nationwide if we get the media,  national and people from other places gonna come 
and we all can ban together. And we can do something. That’s the only way that it’s gonna- 
it’s gonna be like a Martin Luther King Day. 
 
SNS:  When you said rehab earlier were you mention speaking of rehabbing the shelters or 
older-(speaking at the same time)  
 
VW: Older buildings, they have lots of buildings. They are giving them away- for people to 
come in and knock them down and build all these high rise for 1600 dollars a month and for 
30,000 dollars,- that’s not real. It’s not real- that you would do all of this to keep a people 
from having anything. And there’s lots of people that want something in this life. And it’s 
cold out there. My heart go out to people in New York, what they going through now, but 
that came so some eyes can open. And people not even looking at that. Because God is tired 
of all the foolishness and we wonder why it’s so cold, we wonder why it’s hot. We wonder 
why storms- and we get angry because the storms come. The storms come, so that you can 
look at what is going on around you. He not pleased with all this homelessness. That’s what 
my spiritual, you know- arrows- go, they go up because it’s spiritual. And He is not pleased 
with what is going on in our society today- All the bickering and fighting about money. It’s 
enough money to go around and take care of your people. So I’m out here to do the will of 
God, that’s what I’m out here to do. To do His will because I don’t have a will. And 
whatever it takes and whatever I need to do. Whatever He tell me that need to do, that’s what 
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I’m gonna to do. I don’t care who don’t care anything about my Savior, but I know He’s the 
one that keeps me and I know that I know- that I know that He’s in the midst of all of what’s 
going on. So we have the believers and we have the nonbelievers, but I choose to believe and 
know that He has a hand in what’s happening right now. When I’m riding the bus and I see 
people lying on the sidewalk like that’s they bed and don’t have a place to go and people 
carrying their luggage all around, their belongings all around. They sitting in the parks and 
then they trying to take the parks away from them. They don’t have anywhere to go. 
 
SNS: What do you mean when you say they are trying to take the parks away from them? 
 
VW: They- have taken several parks from where the homeless where they go. And that’s the 
only place they have to go. And like- Franklin Park, up on 14th Street, if you go up there on 
Saturdays, it’s like just- so many of them there. I was down at McPherson Square, like two 
weeks ago, and at night time that’s when they really come out. It’s so many people down 
there and it’s a sad situation. When we, as the United States, cause other countries it may be 
homelessness, -but they take care of their people. They don’t take care of people- the 
election, nobody talked about poverty, nobody. Those are the things that really, really close 
to my heart, when you chose to talk about all this money, deficits this and that, and you want 
to cut social programs and I thank God that Obama got back in, I’ll be honest. Because if he 
had not gotten back in, it would be a disaster. Because Mitt Romney, he would have set it up 
where nobody would get anything- no food stamps, no nothing. You know that’s not the way 
that you treat a people. So that’s why I am, whatever it takes for me to get out there- like I 
say, that God’s will be done. I don’t have a will, it’s His will, and whatever it takes, wherever 
He send me, I’m willing to go. Whatever He want me to do I’m willing to do. Whatever He 
want me to say, I’m willing to say it, regardless to what they say or how they feel- you know 
this is my soul. And I want to see people comfortable. I don’t never know if I’m gonna be 
homeless. I’m in a situation and- I know that it’s like- I worked for Walter Reed and I’d 
gotten sick. And the government did me so wrong, in me getting sick. And I don’t have a 
problem with,- I did have a problem with it but I got over it because they put  me in a 
situation that they knew I shouldn’t be in. And I got real sick, post-traumatic stress and I 
didn’t know that I had it. And they wouldn’t even help me. 
 
[45:31] 
SNS:  Who’s the “they? 
 
VW: Walter Reed. They wouldn’t even help me. They wouldn’t even get me no medical 
help. They didn’t do nothing, they walked away from the whole situation. And I had to come 
out on disability because if I wasn’t disability, I could work, but I had to come out. I was 
having nightmares, I was-And what happen was they put me in a situation that I had not been 
trained for, to come in contact with someone’s remains. They had blowed their brains out. 
And I came in contact with it and not knowing that it was going to affect me, and had no 
training whatsoever and they wanted me to clean it up. And that was my job. They told me 
what I had to do, but I wasn’t going to lose my job and say I wasn’t going to do this. And- 
they knew the effects, it was just like being in the military and those guys see -their buddies 
get killed, it’s no different. It was just like that. So they walked away from the whole 
situation. So I had to come out on disability. And as me being out on disability- I worked all 
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my life, just about. And I get a good, decent, you know disability check, but sometimes 
things get rough for me and I wondering how- that’s why I say wherever God want me to go, 
whatever He want me to do, I’m going do it. Because He’s the one that keep me, for by the 
grace of God that’s why I’m still here, that’s why in still living- you know, haven’t been 
homeless- you know, it’s not like living from paycheck to paycheck,  its living month to 
month. Don’t know what’s gonna happen. So, my heart still go out to those homeless people 
‘cause I don’t know where I’m gonna end up at. I really don’t know where I’m gonna end up 
at. And I know- He not gonna to forsake me, but I really don’t know. So I just take it one day 
at a time and I keep it moving. And I really, really like doing what I’m doing. That gives me 
strength to do what I’m doing with them. To keep on, keeping on ‘cause some days, before I 
start working with them, I thought I was gonna go out my mind. And I had to work around 
that, so I can only imagine how they feel. Even with me working with the mentally ill, when 
I did work with them, and I use to look at them, I didn’t treat them bad. Because the fact, I 
didn’t never know if it would be me. And I did come around, I didn’t lose my mind but I 
suffer with post-traumatic stress. So when I look back over my life and some things that’s 
happening even right now to me and I went through back then I know that it is the will of 
God that I help them. ‘Cause I use to tell the mentally ill “Yawl not crazy. We all crazy 
somewhere,” you know. I said, “Could be me.” And I never would treat them, you know you 
have to be careful how you treat people, so- 
 
SNS:  You mentioned earlier about treating people and you were talking about education, 
you mentioned quite a few times- some people just don’t know, you talked about young 
women not being educated. What types of programs or what types of services, educational 
services, are out there right now, if any? 
 
VW: If any? I don’t know, I really don’t know if it’s any out there because they cut the 
budget. Um, it’s like they cutting things and people want jobs and can’t get no jobs but you 
creating jobs for young white people to come in and get jobs and you have a mass of black 
people out there that don’t have jobs. Like I say, some of them have skills and- I know one 
young man that my sons grew up with and he worked at the unemployment office,- I’m 
going to show you how devious the system are. He has a master’s degree, but at any rate, he 
worked for the unemployment office. And several other young blacks worked for- what they 
did back here in- I think it was around July, they let all of them go. And when it all boiled 
down they was bringing young whites in and they put them in their positions. And those are 
the things that- scars us as a people, when you choose to do underhanded stuff. That’s just 
like her in the city the two prior mayors that we had, if they had collectively gotten people 
and put out- this is what’s going to happen to the District of Columbia- now, we need to do 
something in creating affordable housing and taking care- you know, I mean they did all of 
this underhanded- 
 
SNS: What do you mean underhanded? (speaking at the same time) 
 

 
 
VW: You choose, like say 14th Street, back in the late 90s they was supposedly been putting 
all of that stuff that is up there now, back then, but they had prior pushed it aside and they 
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made it where that they had developers to come in and take these places. Why wouldn’t you 
let a people know that everything is getting ready to go up. You getting ready to take 
buildings, you getting ready to displace people so everybody could be in on- when it all boils 
down. Didn’t nobody know all this stuff was happening. Nobody knew, I mean they knew, 
but the poverty people didn’t know that all this was gonna take place. Why do you choose to 
you know- and they steady building, steady building, but no affordable housing. That’s why 
we have so much homeless. There’s no affordable housing in Washington, DC, none. Sixteen 
hundred dollars, some people are not even able to do seven or eight hundred- people that’s 
working not able to do, you know, they on minimum wage, if you work at McDonalds- you 
can do 1600 a month if you don’t have any money. So you have a lot of people that’s 
working that’s homeless.- 
 
SNS:  I’ve heard you mention a couple of times, “our people”, do you think this is racially 
charged- 
 
[54:00] 
VW: It is! It is! 
 
SNS: As opposed to socially charged? 
 
VW: It’s socially and racial. It’s the two. They combined together. -You can’t - socially I 
know a lot of us not looking for handout some people need a little hand out every now and 
then. But so many people too have abused the system that it makes it hard for people that 
really needs. That’s the bottom line. You let people come in abuse and then you put people in 
positions to work and they tell their friend this that- and it goes around in a circle. 
 
SNS: What is the percentage of people you think that abuse the system versus people who 
actually need? Do you think more people need a handout every now and then or do you think 
more people abuse the system? 
 
VW: I think it’s a balance, it’s a balance. ‘Cause you got this group of people here really 
trying to do what they need to do and you have this group of people that’s trying to get over 
on everything that they can get on. So you need to, I know everybody don’t have that type of 
spirit, discerning spirit, but you need to have somebody there when you see people, when 
things are getting out of hand at places, you need to take whoever is at the top,  they need to 
take a look at that and see what’s going on. ‘Cause you have a lot of people that are working 
at places, they stealing themselves. They trying to keep the next person from getting it and 
that’s the kinda spirit that people have sorta created.-It’s just wild, it’s just crazy, when you 
look at what’s going on in society today. And I always say that Washington DC is made up 
of sex, power and money. That’s what it’s about. Today-sex, power, and money. If you don’t 
have no money, hey, you can’t go anywhere. -The problem been actually created over the 
years and I have never quite in my life seen anything like it. 
 
SNS: What is it going to take to turn it around? 
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VW: It’s not going to get better, it’s going to get worse.- Do you see- that’s when I said if 
Mitt Romney had got in there- I believe in my heart  that if he had gotten in there and he was 
talking all of this, about he gone cut this and- he really was gonna cut a whole lot of stuff. I 
foreseen a war, in the United State because there’s no way in the world you can have-it’s too 
many people, for one thing. And no way in the world that you could come in and cut stuff.  
You got probably- a half a million people are homeless. And you think crime is bad now, it 
would’ve been worse. So I thank the Lord that he put Barak back in there ‘cause there’s 
gonna cap up- a little bit of the crime, but the crime gone keep going on and it’s gone get 
worse and worse and worse. 
 
SNS: And the crime is motivated by the lack of- 
 
VW: The lack of economics. Economics, that’s what happened to us back in the sixties. 
That’s why Martin Luther King created the movement because he saw social injustice. He 
saw the economy how it was, it wasn’t as expensive but that’s why he- God called him to 
create the move for social justice and economic- 
 
SNS: -That was for all people 
 
VW: That was for all people- (speaking at the same time) 
 
SNS: Do you help all people, all homeless people regardless of color? 
 
VW: I help all homeless because you have every nationality out there from somewhere. You 
got Asians but it’s not as many as black people.- I do not discriminate against them, but I’m 
looking at the reality of how many black people I see out there. There’s some white people, 
there’s Asians, there’s Chinese, there’s a lot of people homeless out there, but there’s not as 
many as us.  
 
SNS: And what about families, you mentioned- 
 
VW: You know what you have families sleeping in parks at night. You have families 
sleeping in their cars, afraid to let it out, because the human services say if you find families 
like that they’re gone take your children. But where you gonna put all these children? You 
got to look at the cause of the effect in order to do something about what’s going on. So I’m 
like, I mean I’m doing what I’m called to do and I can’t do any more but put it out there. And 
what I’m saying is the truth. 
 
[1:00:16] 
 
 
SNS: You mentioned also early on you talked a little about the police you know and the 
government we talked a lot about that. What about law enforcement, how do the police, do 
they compound the problem, do they help the problem, do they keep social order. (smiles) 
And you laugh. 
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VW: They just as worse as the government. ‘Cause see you have a lot of polices, I mean 
Metropolitan police- Washington Metropolitan polices- when I came to Washington you had 
polices that really cared and looked out. Now you don’t have that. I see polices abusing 
homeless people over where I live at, kicking them. I saw a police one morning, I was on my 
way to church, I couldn’t believe it. Homeless was just laying there minding his business, 
sleep. He got out of his car and he just kicked the man and kicked the man and made him get 
up. I’m like, why would you do that to someone, the man’s just sleeping, he don’t have 
nowhere to sleep. And I know this man was homeless because he always be over, you know, 
in my area and I’m saying, “Why do you treat people like that?” But they just as worse, as 
the government. They are, if not worse. 
 
 
SNS: So what would happen if there were, like when it gets cold outside, what do you 
foresee happening- I understand that’s there’s a law that if it gets below a certain , if it gets to 
freezing  all homeless people have to be housed someplace. Where is this place? –Is there a 
place or where-? 
 
VW: You know what,- I was told  yesterday- it’s like there’s getting ready to shut down one 
of the homeless spaces where the people be there in the daytime. And they getting ready to 
shut that down. And was saying that if they don’t have enough space for them to lay there at 
night time, they have to get two chairs, they sit in one and- prop they feet up in there if it’s 
too cold you know, cause it’s too cold outside and they overpopulated with space, they- prop 
a chair and the sit in one prop they feet in another, they call the hyper thermic place to see if 
they have shelters that can accept them and if not that’s where they have to sleep. You know, 
or some places they have to leave. So it’s people freezing out there- they don’t share that. 
People freezing, people afraid to go in homeless places, that’s why a lot of the sleep out there 
‘cause they afraid to go in there. Imagine sleeping beside, bed by bed. All just, bed by bed, 
like a prison. Imagine that and folks got knives and folks got whatever and you got to sleep 
with one eye open and one eye shut. I wouldn’t want to go in them. I wouldn’t want to go up 
tell the truth, I would stay outside too before I would go in. It is sad. And see you have a 
society they call the shots, but they don’t even know how it feel. They don’t even have no 
idea what these people are going through. They don’t even go and see what they going 
through. And you- setting up shelter space- you call yourself doing - I mean its ok, ‘cause 
they can have somewhere to lay there head, but it’s not human. It’s not human. People sleep 
like dogs. Some dogs sleep better than they do. 
 
 
SNS: And what about in addition to the actual sleeping arrangements, the meals that are 
served? And how often that they are served? How do you think that is handled? 
 
VW: Well you know what you  have a lot of places like Strive DC and the place  that they 
getting ready to close the shelter day programming and those people look forward to that  
‘cause they out on the street. You see what I’m saying? And that’s what they need to create. 
More day programs for them to have something to do. The place that they getting ready to 
shut down is Mi Casa up in Adams Morgan, their day program they getting ready to shut it 
down and we went to talk to them yesterday and speaking to them and trying to open their 
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eyes to what’s getting ready to happen to them.  ‘Cause some people not there to what’s 
getting ready to happen, don’t even know what ‘s getting ready to happen to them. They gone 
be out in the Street and then they have a park up there, where the- old recreation center was, 
they have a park. You got all these rich, white people, they want them outta if there. They 
don’t want them- in Ward One, they definitely don’t want them in Ward One, so they create 
problems for people. They want to move but you don’t have a place to put them, so they just 
wander. And they go to the park. They ran them away from the park. They can’t go in the 
park because children across the street. They have a school across the street and I understand 
that, but create something for them. They a people too.   
 
 
SNS: And what would that “something” look like? “Create something for them.” 
 
VW:  Create a day program. You could create a couple of buildings where they can go during 
the day time, they can get structure there. You know, you can have people come in and talk 
to them you know they can have games, -relax their minds. Not worry about where am I 
going to be tonight? Where am I gonna get some food tonight. That’s a burden, I believe. 
That’s a real burden. I’ve never been hungry.- I can only imagine ‘cause I see the despair in 
them. So we need to just create places and things for them to do and educate them. You can -
have programs where you have computers set up, somebody wants some computer skills. 
Government waste enough money. Throwing computers-they buy some computers this week, 
next  week they buying some brand new ones and throwing, and got warehouses full of them. 
Government got warehouses full of stuff that they can create something for people to learn, 
get a education, so that they can be productive in life. If you want to do something, why 
don’t you do that.  Everybody not looking for a handout. People may- want a handout until, 
“pick me up”, you know, “don’t leave me down there.” So homeless gonna continue ‘cause 
there’s going to be some people with six figures homeless, after a while. Yes it is. Wow. 
Yeah. It may be some now. But there’s gonna be some people making six figures, homeless. 
 
 
SNS: And that’s due to the increase in- 
 
VW: In the population and- if the -Congress doesn’t cooperate with the president and taxes 
and all of this- before the end of the year, it really gonna be a mess. 
 
 
SNS: Speaking of government, you mentioned earlier about the Community of Hope, and 
that they were a nonprofit. Who do you think serves the unhoused population better- the 
nonprofit or the government? 
 
VW: The nonprofits. 
 
 
SNS: Why? 
 



16 
 

VW: Because they are creative and having something where the homeless- You know, 
making them feel like somebody. Like-the Community of Hope, they had the building. They 
housed homeless people until they got on they feet. They had a housing program where they 
could get housing once they knew they were ready to move on. They had a health facility 
where you could come downstairs and get healthcare. They had all kinds of programs that 
helped a lot of homeless people. And a lot of those homeless people moved on and are still 
doing good. That’s what we need. We need that. That’s what we need. We need someone that 
really, really gonna take care and be creative mind to do- like Cynthia she want to do 
something with the elderly. You have eighty, ninety year old people in CCNV. Don’t get 
medical help, don’t get nothing. One woman there she’s seventy, she worked for the metro 
and she’s homeless ‘cause they don’t have the monies to pay the rent that has been created in 
the District of Columbia.  They don’t have any affordable housing. 
 
 
SNS: Ms. Williams, this has been very, very insight, I just want to give you the opportunity 
as we come to a close today.-Is there anything that you would like to say that I haven’t asked 
you about? Is there anything about the homeless, that you would have the hearers or the 
researchers or any person that would listen to this, in the days to come, that you would want 
them to know, either about your efforts or something you’ve seen? 
 
VW: Well, I would like to but it’s not going to do any good. ‘Cause we go to different 
meetings. We go to the Wilson building we express our frustrations, but you know when you 
go there and you get the same old rubbish and they talking out the side of their mouths, about 
what they can do and what they can’t do. And they keep giving that to you. And it’s kinda 
discouraging to even want to talk to them about anything- ‘cause it’s so an old saying that 
you have to walk in their shoes to understand. But I haven’t walked in homeless shoes, but I 
understand what they going through. I feel them. 
 
[1:12:45] 
 
SNS: And what keeps you motivated? 
 
VW: Trying to say some kind words and lift they spirits in any kinda way that I can through 
the Word of God. And that’s it. That’s the bottom line. You know -He has really, really 
blessed me to be with some women that I have some in contact with and to be respected, to 
have a place to live. ‘Cause they could talk to me any kinda a way. They could tell me “you 
have a place to live, so what you talking about?” So I let them know from my heart that I 
care for them even though I’m not homeless. And I don’t never know if I will be homeless, 
so I have to always be in good standards for myself, that I would be respected through them 
in the way that they respect me. 
 
 
SNS: Well Ms. Williams I genuinely appreciate your time this morning, this morning 
actually afternoon, and want to thank you for sharing your heart for us. 
 
VW: And thank you all for having me. 
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SNS: Pleasure. 
 
 
 

 
 [1:14:07] 
 

End of interview  
 
 


